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THE END.

Our Details of the Decisive
Contest of Sunday.

WHAT GRANT HAS ACCOMPLISHED

Lee’s Army.

Twenty-five Thousand Rebels
Taken Prisoners.

Fifteen Thousand Rebels
Killed and Wounded.

One or Two Hundred Large
Guns Captured.

Twenty-eight Locomotives, Forty-four
Passenger Cars and One Hun-
dred and Bix Freight Cars
Found in Richmend,

THE PURSUTT OF THE ROUTED REBELS

MORE PRISONERS TAKEN.

The Rebel Line of Retreat Strewn with Artil-
lery, Ammunition, Wagons and Caissons.

THE REBEL GENERAL A. P. HILL KILLED,

The Union Losses in the Campaign
Less Than Seven Thousand.

Another Herald Correspondent
Wounded.

The Capture of Lee’s Head-
quarters.

OCCUPATION OF PETERSBURG.

ITS ENORMOUS DEFENCES.

THE REBEL RAMS BLOWN UP.

LAUS DEO.

THE OFFICIAL DESPATCHES.

- fleeretary Btantom te Gemeral Dix.

. Wasmxavon, April 411 A. M.
Msjor Geneval Dix, New York:—

The following partioulars, dated at City Point, April 4,
sheight o'clock A. M., give the lalest \nformalion re-
eelved from Richmond :—

@General Weitze! telegrapha from Richmond that of
pailroad slock he found thero twenty-eight locomotives,
forty-four passengor and bagzage cars, and ono bundred

s andix freight carn.

At half-past three o'clock this morning General Grant,
from Butheriand sistion, ten milos from Petersburg,
Sewards Burkesville, telegraphs na follows: —

@eneral Fheridan piocked up iwelve hundred prisoners
fo-day, and from three 16 five hupdred wnore have been
gathered by our troops.  The majority of the arms that
were lofl in the hands of Lee's army are now scattered
between Richmond snd where Lis lroops now are.

The country s aliu fuM of stragglers.  The lioe of re-
el s marked with arilllery, ammanition, burned or
eharred wagons, esissons, ambulon os, ke,

E. M. STANTGN, Becretary of War.

Becretary Btanton’s luonll Dospateh.

AR DEPARTMRNT,
- Wasmnaros, D, hd . April 411 P, 'I a

Major Generul Joux A Dhx, New York:—

The following tologram from Gemornl Gramt has just
ron-hed this department.  What hour to.day it left him
doss not appear, but probably in the afternoon.

Mo detalls of the camualtien bave been received, but
they are expecied hers wo.morrow,

The sistement that oflicial information had been ro-
seived of Gonoral Custor being killed is not true. He
was unharmed late this afternoon. .

EDWIN M. BTANTON, Bocretary of War.

————
General Grant's Despateh.
Wiox Bramon, Va, April 4, 1986,
Hon. E. M. Branvon, Secretary of War:— .

The army is pushing forward in the hope of overtaking
or dlspersing tho remaindor of Lec's army,

Bhoridan, with his eavalry and the FIfth corps, in bo-
fween thls and the Appom attox, Genernl Moade, with the
B.cond and Sixth, follov fug. Genoral Ord I8 following
tie line of the Boutlside Rallroad,

Al of the enemy that retaln aoything lke organiss.
fion bave gone north of the Appomattox, and ure apps-
reatly headine for Lynehburg. Their losses have bean

NEW YORK, wnmrmmr APRIL 5, 1865.

vary hesvy, Houses (hrough thecountry are Beariy all
used as hospitals for wounded men.

In every direction I hear of rebel soldiers pushing for
bome, somo {n largs, some in small squads, and gene-
nlly withdot srms.

The cavalry have pursued 8o clossly that ths ememy
‘have been forced to destroy probably the greater partef
Sheir transportation, calssons and munitions of war.

The numbey of prisoners captured yesterday will ex-
oaed two thoumad,

From the 28th of March to the present time our loss,
in killed, wounded snd ecaptured, will not, probably,
reach poven thousand, of whom from one thousand five
bundred to two thousand were caplured, and many but
alightly wounded.
lﬂwmﬁmﬂ-hl-m-lm!
o be any use In It

U. A GRANT, Lisutenant General.

[ THE HERALD DESPATCHES.

Mr. Thomas M, Cook’s Deapateh,
Prransaone, Va., April'8, 1868,

Potersburg is ours. The three words tell the story.
With its fall the rebel capital falls. Volumes that may
be written will scarcely add to the intensity of the joy
that will 11l the popular heart of the North st the an-
nouncement. General Grant has added m mew lustre to
his great fame as & military chieftaln. He has bearded
the lion in his den and conquered him. Lee's army has
received a moro terrible thrashing than it ever met with
before, and s fiying in scattered parte, s third of it belng
0ow prisoners in our hands.

BUMMARY OF MILITARY OPERATIONA,

Let me briefly ize before pr g to elabo-
mte the detalls of the brilllant combinations and move-
ments that have resulted so gloriously,

THE BATTLES OF SUNDAT.

The operations of yesterday cut the rebe? army on the
south of the Appomattox in twals, The elegant fighting
of the Ninth, Bixth and Twenty-fourth corps gained for
ue an entrance into and pomsessson of the main rebel
works west of the Baxter road, hutln(tnm Peknlmr(
with tholr guns and an | of
Btill further to the left Bheridan was operating vrl.ll:l his
grand column of cavalry, supported by the Fifth anda
portion of the Second corps. The operations nearer
Putrlhnr; severed the rebel linen, leaving the forces

¢ g against Bheridan isolated. The whole right
wing of I.usmwlnlhm cut off and in immincnt
danger of being captured bodily. Vigorous pushing
gained for us numbers of pri , but, for Bel

— — ———~ —— e
50 mmall that we were compelied to withdmw,
and reluctantly fell back to our own lines Had the

troops been st hand to reinforce this movement, instead
of being simply a demonstration it could easily have been
tarned into an sotual sttack, and would have given us
nmnumm of the rebel line of works and eut
mummm General Willoox was

earliest dawn of morning on bis left, so that he could do
pothing more at this time. The success of this demon-
stration gave rise to the report, which was sent sway yes-
terdsy morning, that we had possession of Petersburg.
In the movement we lost & few men only, smong Shem
Lieutenant Colonel Nichols, of the First Mishigan sharp-
shooters, sericusly wounded. One effeck of the mevement
was moet excellont. Leo had mobilized so large & por-
Uon of his army against Sheridan that thare was merely
s picket line left here. The demonstration compelled
him to recall some of the troops thas had been ssné else-
where, in order that he should not be flanked hare.
AN BARNENT ATTACE.

B0 soon as this affalr was over Willcox beagan massing
his fow available men for the appointed sttack on the
left. This was to bes combined and determined atiack
on the rebel front so far as our troops, properly formed,
oould sitack. The object was twofold :—Jirsd, by & mere
earnest demonstration to recall s grester portion of the
rebals who were massad on their exiresse right; and
wecond, If possible, to fores their linea,

FORT MANONE

The part of the attack assigned to Gensral Willoox was
to carry Fort Mahone, one of the most formidable works
on the robel lines, situnted at the point whers their line
crosses the Jerusalem plank road and directly in front of
Fort Emory, where the left of Willoox's divimon rested.
For this purpose the first brigade, Colonel SBamuel Harri-
man, of the Thirty.ssventh Wisconsin, was brought
around from the right of the line and put Into position,
wupported by a brigade of Potter's division of the same
corpe. While this was being done similar dispositions
were making further to the left, and a system of ¢annon
signals had been ngreed upon to fix the moment of slart-
g, that all hands might assault simultanecusly.

DARKNKYH.

At precisely four o'clock the signal gun was heard. Tt
waa yet scarcely gray dawn and s considerable mist
hung over the flelds, so that objects were quite indistinct
&t a vory short distance and not visible st all a few hun.
dred yards away. Frow this cause the preparations made
bad been wholly secroted from the enemy. The signal
gun, breaking the stillness of the early morning, may
poasibly have been an alarm of danger to them; but, us
they knew not whence to look, they doubiless simply
remained very qulet.

- TR ASAULT,

Colonel Harriman advanced at once. A small detach-

ment of his brigade was thrown out in advanoce as kir-

forth in the despatches of your correspondents with that
part of the army, the main foroe managed to withdraw In
the direction of the Upper Appomattox.

THE ETAMPEDE

Pressing our advantages on the right, we were rapidly
doubling the rebel lnes up when night interposed, giving
them an opportunity of withdrawing, which they did,
lnﬂng murmmumwuﬂsuwwmmdmd
g such ns we had previously cap-
uml nndthu md wus left open for our advance into
the nuy, which was made at half-past four o'clock this
morning by Colonel Ralph Ely's Second brigade of Bre-
vet Major General Orlando B. Willcox's First division of
the Ninth corps, Major General Parke commanding. The
First Michigan sharpshooters are the undisputed claim-
ants of the honor of the first entry into the eity.

THE VICTORY.

At this whiling it is Impossible to give anything like
aocurate reports of the result of the success. Up to last
evening twelve th i five hundred pri had
beén reported at genorul headquarters. It is but a small
estimate Lo mupposo tht ten thousand were added to the
number during the night and this mornlng—making
twenty-five thowsand in oll. One bundred pleces of artll-
lery, including slege gnna of all ealibres, in the works
about ihe city, will be nd mean item in the gmnd result.
Emall arma by the tens of thousands we have. Immense
warehouses filled with all manner of army stores still re-
main unharmed in Petersburg. Battle flags, army
wagous, camp and garrison equipage, horses, mules, &a.,
beyond estimate are Included in tho captures. The re.
bellion loses, aleo, by this signal victory, the further
services of such men s Genoral A. P. Hill and Colonel
Pegram, both killed In action, and a host of officers of
leaser note. The casunlties nmong their oMcers has been
fearfully disproy to those ng their men; an
indication, at least, of the mpidly locressing demoraliza-
tion of their army, requiring] uousual exposure by their
officers to keep them up to the fighting spirft,

CHARACTER OF THE MGHTING,

The fighting that has won us this #ignal victory has
been vastly differont from that which bas hitherto cha-
racterized the confiicts between these two armiea It
bas mot beon the slondy, organized, determined, un-
yieling, deadly struggle of Chancellorsville, or Gettys-
barg, or the Wilderness. The slaln are not numbered by
scoren of thousands, The hospitals are not overrun with
urnnadhlndlum lanypodnonhﬂhl.ln.
and the hospit of brave men
wounded, butl not to exceed twelve or fifleen thousand,
If oo many, have boen disabled. I doubt whether the
pumber will excoed ton thousand. Buch, then, being
the general charsctor and result of the glorious affair,
doubtless the reader will bo interested in reading whe
wory more ja detadl,

OFERATIONS [VIEDIATELY BEPORE PETERSTURG.

The operations up lo Baturday night have already been
given in full. Bunday morning's batile has been brinfly
allzded to. The full cperations of that day are given by
the Hamaro's corps of correnpondents—each from his
own slandpoint. Tt was my fortune to be with the right
of our line, where the Ninth was posted im the
old works of the Army of the Potomao, The work as-
sigoed to this corpas in the original plen of the move-
ment was simply to hold this line while the rest of the
army moved out oo the left to draw Loe out of his works
orturn his flank. The movement succeedod in both
objects, and henoo the magnitude of our viclory.

THR NINTH CORPS.

The line Yeld by the Ninth corpe exteaded from the
Appomattox to the Weldon Rallroad, a distance of fully
five miles, confronted at all points by the stromgest
works of the rebols, mounied with thelr hoaviest artil
Jery. These are the opposing lines, the extending and
wirengthening and perfecting of which have cccupled the
two armbes since early last summer. They are what an
oficer yesterday aptly termed “the bloody lines.” Be.
twecn them have been fought all the battles that have
vcourred in front of Petersburg.

W LOOR'S LINER.

The First division of the Ninth corps, under command
of Brevet Major General Orlando B. Willeox, held the
extreme right, haviug as ite particular territory the line

from the Appomatiox to Fort Emory, just wesi of the

Baxter road, somothing over two miles in extent. To
thie portion of the line I attached mywelf, and the im-
purtant operations bere offoctod T will relate,

A DEMONFTRATION,

At midnight on Baturday General Willcox recolved or-
ders to make s demonstration on hiw extreme right, in
order to draw as many of the rebelnas possible in that
direction, and thus assist the attacks that had becn
planned for the following ng. The d
was made with great earnestness at the snme time (hat
Aldmiral Porter was hammering away with hin gunboats
up the James river, All the artillery on that part of the
line was ordered into play, and the skirmish line in front
of Ely's brignde wans advanced. The moon was yet shin-
ing and the night was porfectly clear; so that the atiack
war distinetly witnessed from iho bluffs iz the rear. The
men moved forward eteadily, and poon the sharp volleys
of musketry indiestod their approach to the rebel lines;
the artillery on the heights behind them Ared more
briskly, the shelln shrioking through the alr aver their
heade,  Then the rebel batterien opened, and a mont in-
fernal din was awakenod Lo disturd the plackd stillnoss
of the midoight.  Amid the noise and smoke e skir.
mishers kept steadily on, moeting with so littlo opposi
tion that they were enabled to croas the rebel lines, enter
the'r works, oapture prisners in numbor grealer than
their own, and finally advan ed dndo the owlskeiris of the
fevon, whore they met a sirong body of rebols coming oul
to reinforce the portion of the line that had just boen cap-
tured. A brik cngagement was fooght hers, within the

Mmite of e cy: bul our numberm wore

dshers, while the rest followed close after im line of
battle with fixed bayonets. The men moved very quietl

ing whenever & woment's opportunity presented itself.
Quickly the lines In readiness and everybody as his
post. Then the incroased. Boon the forts opened

over the couniry, mized with the smoke of the past
day’'s battle, rendering it a mumm
Through the thick darkuess a bank of Iufid light hung
mlhldwdm destruction and
ruln inprogress And amid it all the unseen aitack;

the roar ; the thunder of artillery; the cheer-
ing and shouting of the soldiers; the groplng abous in
spprebension and fesr—who can paint such soenes.
REFULAED,
But the sttack was of short duration. The brave fel-

Then followed & season of anxious stillness. Not
sound disturbed the quiet of that thick, black midnight.
No picket firing, no signal guns, no atiacks or indica-
tons of ssck—a ferrible, momentous, threstening
quiet, which only can be appreciated by those who have
spent & night'on & batile feld.  Ordess wers lssued to the
pickeis to advance and keep close to the rebel lines
‘Watch them clossly; give them no chance to run; when
they start go after them; no mutier for rest; aleep
comes after the victory, Vigilance was now all-ims
portant,

An hour passed; everything remained quiet. At last,
tired out with walching and exhausted, I threw myself
down and in & moment was dreaming of & happy home
and dear ones far awsy from battle flelds and soenes of

blood and caroage.
THE JORNNINS GOING.

But my dreams were of short duration. At three
o'clock I was roused by a etall officer with & mossage
from the General. Our ekirmishers occupied the main
lines of the rebel works, and orders were lssued for an
Immeodiate advancs.

HALY-FART THAER 0'CLOCE, MONDAY, A, M.—PETERAEURG,

At half-past three horsos ware saddled, coffoe swal-
lowed and away to Petersburg.

FOUR 0'OLOCK—PETERERURG OOCUPIED.

At four o'clock Colenel Ely reported his brigade in
Petersburg. The First Michigan sharpshooters, leading
the skirmishers and prossing bard upon the rear
of the rebel forces, were the first to emter the
long fought for eily. With cheers and shouts
of triumph they emtered; but the fghting
waa done. At every stop they picked up rebels
snxious to surrender, but nowhere found sny willing to
fight. Pelersburg was ours—won by hard fghting and
determined bravery. 1Ifthere be any confederncy left
ita people may seok to give the Impression that they

and in perfect order, though manifesting an eagerness of
#pirit that was an sssurance of success. That they went
to stay was indicated by thelr being accompanied by &
detachment of one hundred men of the First Connecticut
heavy artillery, propared to turn and work upon the
rebels the guns that should be caplured. They passed
out into the darknass and all was still. A painful season
of suspense followed. Prosently » musket is heard,
then another, and soon & volley. They have reached the
nbelplnhtlln. m.mnhmum.wm
by & roar of ketry. The eb g and the musketry
firing is taken up and runs along 0 tho left uutll it ia
lost in the distance. The fash of the muskots disclose
the positions. Instantly the artillery of boih sides is at
work, and two hundred guns belch forth their thunder
tones of anger. In the roar of the arlliery all other
sounds are hushed or drowned But the work Is done.
It was done quickly. A second cheer and s d vol-

1 the city tarily. A more complete driving
out was never accomplished. A victory more signal and
indisputable hus not been gained In this war.

A GLORIOUS OORPE.

The Ninth corps has made a reputation In this grand
suocess sufficiont, had it never before achloved distine-
tiom, to place It among the most gallant corps of the
United Biates army. Left alone to hold the old lines that
formerly had boen garrisoned by the whole of the Army
of the Potomac, it not only held them securely, but ad-
vanced against the main robel lines, plorcing them in
soveral places, capturing and holding several forts and a
soore of guns, with s large number of prisoners, bolding
thair advaniages and contributing to & very large extent
to the glorious nchlovement that has crowned the united
eflorts of the whole army.

THN WORN ACOUMPLISIED NT THW FIRAT DIVIFION.
The im division alone, under General Willcox, in their

ley from our skirmishers, and the gallant Harriman gave
the order, ** Charge bayonets | —doublogquisk /—a1anax!"
and away the noble fellows went, over bresstworks, rifle
pits, abbat!, chevaus de frise, the parapet of the fort, in-
to the main work, and the deed is socomplished, Fors
momaent the thunderstruck rebels looked, and then took
o ight. Bub our brave fellows were too close alter
them. They could not all escape. Two hundred and
fifty in that single work were sent back as prisom-
ore. Nine guns also wore capiured, which were
quickly trained In directions opposite to where they
had been faging and set at work upom other mm.
noying rebel batteries. The glory of the firwt
entrance into the work is disputed by the Twenty-seventh
Michigan Volunteers and the First Connecticut heavy ar-
tlllery. The formar had thelr colors with them, which
weore the first set upon the parapet, and hence they have
tho proof of priority.
TRE MAIN REEEL LINES ESVERED,

The importance of this gallant schicwment, and those
simulianeously made farther (o the lofi, cannot be over-
estimated. It rent the whole line in two, It separated
the right and left wings of their army. If evacuation
had been determined upon by them, it closed the main
door of escape for thelr right wing, Moreover, it ook
from them commanding positions of great importance
and & large amount of valuable artillory. It was not to
be supposed that they would yield pointa of such vital Im-
portance to themselves without a further effort.

THE RENELS ATTRMPT TO RETAKE THE FORT.

Bearcely were we quiet in possession of the fort, when
the rebels, baviog reorgunized their forces and picked up
some reinforeements, came up with & determined offurt
to retake it. They made s mosi dosperste assault,
slagding up manfolly sgainst terrific dischyrges
of grape and canisier, and withering velleys
of musketry; but # was all 0 Do pur
pose. The berolc little garrison siood their ground
bravely and obstinately, while ihe srtillery of all cur
forts sent forth murderous assistance In rapid time, The
din of the first assault was fully revived. Pandemonlum
would be & place of rest in comparison 40 the unoeasing
roar of that artillery, ihe sbrieking and bursting of so
many shells, the yells of the rebels, the rattle of the mus-
ketry, and the final checring of our men as the rebel lines
wavered, broke and finally went back In dieorder Four
times subsequently during the day did they sttempt to
retake this position, but were each time sent back in
disorder. It was in one of thess asssulls that the rebal
General A. P. Hill lost his life, while seeking In person to
lead his men up to the worka.

These successive aitacks and repulses consumed the
entire day. Meantime, however, tho Bixth and Twenty-
fourth corps, having broken through the rebel linea In
their froms, were [swinging around to their rear and
coming down both wupen thelr rear and flank
It was avident then that Petersburg waa lost to the robel-
flon. 1If they could not relake these works where our
linen wore extended, how much less their chance whon
we were copeentmting and bringing within reach a foreo
#0 vastly superior to any they could posibly muster,
The day was up with them, and tLey knew I; bul mow
their anxiety was for night *‘Oh, for night er Blocher,"
thay might well ery,

LER'S MEADQUARTERS CAFTURKD,

The movementa of Lhe Blxlh corps wers so mapid after
breaking their lines that aven Genoral Lee could soarcely
koop his sacred porson safe.  An It was his hoadquartor
were overhauled and fell into our handa 1L s reporied
that they were desiroyed.

THE EVACUATION OF FETRRVRURG ANTIGIPATRD,

At night General Willoox lswued orders to his Lroops to
be on the alert and walch clusely the operations of the
robeln, It was firmly expected that they would evacuate,
and it waa no part of the intention to let them get away
without  parting word.

SUNDAY NIGHT.

Throughout m carly part of m night operations
were conflned to skfrmishing, more or less hoavy
at different hours, along the entire line, The wimost
vigilance was oxercised, and It war confidently antiel
pated that the rebels would take advantage of the dark-
news Lo get away.

A CONFERENCY,

Eoon after dark Genernl Willeox was sent for by Gene.

ral Parke, and d at corps hendg s until mid-
night, in conference with his superior,

THE NUNKIS DEMON THATE AT MIDNIGHT,

At A fow minuies past twelve o'vloek the rebele ad-

vaneed and mado a demaonstration of atlack on Ui con.

tre ol our Hues.  Feattering volieys of musketry aroused

Who resari & who, overcome by the fatiuce of the vre- | wan making

of y day, not only held the extended line
ﬂtwnhﬂm“ﬂmh.ﬂlhwﬂm
attackod the strongest positions on the rebel lines, cap-
turing two forts, mine guns, nearly a thousand prisoners,
soveral flags, &kc., and all with a loss to themselves of
but about two hundred men. And now they add to their
rocord the capiure of the rest of the rebel lines, guns,
tenls, prisoners innumersble, and fually the ciiy of Pe-
tersburg. Glory enough for one division.

OENERAL WILLOOX

was in the fleld throughout the whole affalr, an. » .«
the operations of the division, as the result demoastrales,
with great judgment and ability. His men have be-
haved with & gallantry that iwseldom squalled. Whather
attacking or defending, they miways preseaiod the sums
detormined fromt, mever finching, however fleree the

danger.
COLONEL HMARNMAN,
of the First brigads, was particularty notloeable for his
gallantry in the asssult and defonce of Fort Mahone.
This affair exbibited great gonlus and llh, as well ag
gallantry in the manner in which it was sccomplishied,
and should win for the able officer that conducted W a
speedy promotion, whieh he well merita
TORT EMORT,

The guns of Fort Emory, in our line, diresily oppostie

Fort Mahons, coniribuled very materially to the suc-

Caplain 36th seriously.

De n ”
Iw ‘ O'h‘ o mortally.
Gapiaia .u....."'n. e, head.

that I have wrilien above that the other two divisions of
the Nioth corps have lacked in gallantry or enthusiastic
co-oporation in the greal events described It Is wul-
cient for me (0 wrile what | have seen. Other corres.
pondents were sentio the lines, more 1o the lefy, who
will doubtiess do justico to the gallant mem who thero
performed squally herolc deedn

THE FORTIFICATIONS AND INTARNCHMENTS ABOUT PETEZRS-
BURG.

My route from Fort Amory into the eity of Petersburg
‘was by the Baxter road, and led directly across the fortl-
flcations of both armiss. A more dificult ride it was never
my fortune L altempl—covered ways, rifle pits, chevaus-
de.frise  broastworks, broastworks chevaus-defrive,
riflo pita and covered wayw, ditches that could
be leaped, and ditches wide and deep, pamliols
and cross sectlons, abstin and enianglements of
every descriplion—the exhsustion of engineering
nkill. An |emtanglemont of digging, such as never
before was seen, covered the greater part of (Lo distance,
For a breadth of more than a mile the country ia literally
all dug over. Every manner of earthwortk has been
thrown up by erher army. Corrections of the lnes,
alterations, changes and perfections have kept the armiea
buny for & year. It s impossible to describe this vast
network of Intrenchments from the hasty glanee I had In
ridiug through snd ever them, or Lo describe them in
mere words.  The elvillan cannot better understand than
by coneclving & vast aystem of sunken roads sufiiciont to
maneuvre armies of & hundred thousand men, without
exposing any above the level of the ground. Thin in one
foature of those exionaive works, to which must be
added ibe high and ntrong Mwnfkl, ranning In li;ug
coures, With ba and red
then the sdvanced plexel lines, with the uriwn nnhn
paths of communiation; and bobind all the chain of
strong forts, with wido and deop ditches, fringed with
chev auz-defrise, the same Jas In front of all tho other
warks

EQUE TRIANIAN UNDRR DIFFIOUT TIRS,

Had not the infantry preceded mo, and by elambering
over and through these works broken down the slopes,
and filled in ditohen in places, it would have beon utterly
tmposiblo for me to got through on horseback, Ax it
was Ui sk was not an eaxy o, and the appearanco

presonted bY tho rider must have Loon somewhat of un
improversent on the eelelrated fllustenilons of the
famous Johin Gllpin's voted ride. AL Umes It roqu red |
dexperato elinging to the animal's mane to avold glip g
off hackwards, and aguin tho erupper foqaired o be
prong W0 preveal more mpld hoad oy disa Lo hore |

Now and then a vigorous spurring would

m—— S e —— e —m—

PRICE FOUR CENTS.

produce sa unsurpassed leap that would clear & dilch im-
passable in any other way. And 8o by most remarkable

ting safely through the labarynth, and had the honor to
be the Arsi Yankee civilian to enler the cily,

PESTRUCTION OF LEE'S ARMY.

Let me pause here for a litile time while the victori-
ous Army of the Potomao |8 marching into Petersburg,
and describe the final dispersion of Lee's grand army.

SYRENGTU OF THME ARMY DEFENDING PETWRSSURG.

At the commencement of General Grant's operations
on this line five days ago the rebels had a force at their
command defending Potersburg variously estimated st
from sixty to seventy-five thousand men. The defence
of Petersburg waa the defence of Richmond. If one
fell the othar was certaln to fall. Hence every avallable
man was brought to confront Grant.

Of this boasted army of veteran troops, the last hope
of the rebellion, not less than twenty-five thousand have
fallen into our hands sa prisoners of war. These bave
bean captured on the battle fisld as the fruit of severo
fighting. Twelve thousand and five hundred of them
had been delivered at Ciy Polnt and disposed
of up to last evening. So rapidly wero they
received that troops cpuld not be spared to guard them
all, and Admiral Porter volunieercd the services of his
milors and marines for that duty; and the gallant tars of
the Monitors (the depth of waler not permitting them to
get up to Richmond) thus found an opportunity of par-
ticipating in the great final struggle of the war,

THE KILLED AND WOUNDED.

I have no data upon which to base an estimate of the
casualties in the rebel ranks, but on every hand they are
reported to be very heavy. Ordinarily thirty-thres and
a third per cent 18 a fair average of losses ju a general
engagement of any maognitude, But lot it be supposed
that, because of the lack of spirit in the rehel ranks,
which caused them to ehrink from the fight aod not
stand up so bravely as on former occasiops, thelr losses
wore small.  Make them but twenty-five per cent.  That
gives from fifteen to ecighteen thousand killed and
wounded—say fifteen thousand, which, added to the
twanty-five thousand captured, mukes forty thousand,
more than half the entire army, at the maximum cutis
mate of ta strength, or three-fourthe at the minimum

estimate,
WIIERE AIE THE RAST? v

Thesn estimates leave from fiftecn to thirty thousand
men of the Petersburg rebel army yet alive and at large.
Add to this say ten thousand vccupyiog the defruces of
Richmond, making from twenty-five to forty thousand,
the sole survivors of the grand army of Northern Vir-
ginin. These are divided into not less than four distinct
fugitive bands, ench seeking safety for tself alone, with
Bo settled purpose or plan of junction, and po rest af-
forded them by thelr unrelenting pursuers to form plans.

HOW THE REVELS GOT AWAY,

Sheridan’s succeas at the Five Forks on Baturday cut
Lee's right wing off, since which time it has not been
heard of, Doubtless it was then understood by them
that defeat meant aband of the Pet g and
Richmond linos, and rightly considering Shoridhn's flank
movement s virtual defeat, these fellows made off with
all haste, Their disappeamance lLas been conmidercd s

s the Lower bridge, had ovidently been the last used by
the rebels, and was but just fired Presuming upon my
recognised authority as an oficer of high degree, 1 sent
the negroes off after the engines, and very soon had a
firsi cluss fire brigade improvised snd st work extinguish-
ing the flames Transferving my sothority to & white
man, who represcnied himself to be o freman and
seemed willing] to work, 1left the ecene to make other

observations,
A BRIDOR FORGOTTEN.

Just below this point was snother railroad bridge—a
temporary affair, built by the military suthoritics for our
own accommodation—but as the track across it commu-
nicates with all the raliroads centering 1n Petersburg, it
iIs an important structure for us. This bridge the rebels
had forgotten or neglected to destroy. It was just as
good us ever it wan,

THE CAMFUELL NRIDOR,
croesing the river at the upper end of the Lown, was
wholly destroyed.
DESTRUCTION OF RATLROAD FROPERTY.

Moat of the raiircad property in the city waa destroyed.
The depots were not fired, but tho rolling siock thas
could mot be got away was burned How much de-
struction this entalled in tho limited time alloited me
I could not ascertain.

TORAQCO BURNED,

From many eitizens of ithe town I learned ihat the
dense volumes of mta that have hung over the ciiy
#ince y d ng were d by the destruction
of tobucca stored hers, 1t in estimated that five thou-
nand hogsheads of the weed have bean consumed. There
are gtill, however, large quantitics remaining uninjured.

COMMIRARY FTORKY,

1 waa told that thero were immenso stores of all kinds
of provisions for the army In the city. Theso wore
stored in buildings io the heart of the city, the deatroc-
tion of which would have entailed the probable tolal de-
struction of tho town, so that, on the protest of the
citizens, they were lefl unconsumed.

THE WORK OF OUIL BWELIS.

1 had much curios'ty to see the effect of the pumerous
shellings to which the town had been suhjccted, and rode
through that portion of the city most exposed, It was
certainly wonderful that so tittle damage had beon done
Nearly every other bullding ln some loealities had been
struck ; but, with the exception of now und then a chim-
ney knocked down, or a hole through the bullding that
few dollurs would repair, the injuries were scarcely por-
eeptible. 1 found the people living In the exposed
localities, and was told that they bad been there through.
out all the seige. But few people either had boen killed
by the cannopading in the town. Bomoe sad cases were
cited, but they numbered in ail loas than u score.

THE TOWN ALIVE

By siz o'clock the town was quite awake and alive.
Troops were ponring in from all directions, shouting,
singing and cheering, but otherwise preserving the mosh
orderly and comnmendable bearing. There was no strag-
gling, no pillaging, no destruction of property or intr
slon of private residences. Guards were statlonod thickly
in all directions with imperative orders to keop the sol-
diers out of all bulldings, public or private, and proteet
all property from aestruction. The citlzens wero show.
Ing th Ives In lurge bers upon the door stops, ip
the doors and at the windows of the houses, ndicating
that but fow, if any, bad run away, while most of them
manifested in the expression of their fhces o gludness al

ystery up to thia time, the rebels thomselves supposing
them captured entire.

The vigorous puh hytblhlh,m and Twenty-
fourth corps ¥ ¥ £ P g nnd plere-
ing the rebel lincs, d another of their
forecs, cutting off & socond large body. Of the fight of
these we have some trace. A portion of them started
for the Appomattox, and succeeded in crossing that
mhrmnnlntlponmm at & point some ten
or fteen miles above Petorsburg, while the rest, being
bard pressed, could not get across, and fied up the river
on |ts southern bank. Bheridan is still pursuing uwnd
pushing them, capturing more prisoncrs al every step.

A third detachment, consisting of those who held, or
pought o hold, the works immediately In front of Peters-
burg, escaped through that clty.

The fourth detachment, those in the defences of Rich.
mond, are also fugitives, it now being kmown that that
place is evacusted.

WHELR HAVE THEY GONE?

Thus we have the grand arowy roduced by Hs many
battles paigns o but sizdy or seventy-five thou-
sand '+ number again reduced in the fnal stoug-
g'e to twenty or thirty thousapd, or, including the Rith-
mond detachment, ot in the battle, to from twenly Ove
to forty thousand; and these again separated by the
chances of battle Into four distinet lculdl. each sepa-

our arrival.  Wherever 1 conversed with any of them 1
found the first thought to be for something to cat.  They
seomed to bestarved out,  'While there was plenty of food
for the army 1t had been carefully hoarded, and the
resident populstion left to shift for themeelves as best
they conld. Doubtless It was on this account more than
any other that th'y were so pleased lo see us, and s0
rendy to abundon the rebel caure.
THE BU/INESS STHETS,

On the main business etrects thore wns every appear
rance of thrifl. Though the stores were not generally
opened at so early an hour /n the morning, I noticed here
and there, where ghuttors were down, considerable stocks
of goods, while all the busincss portion of the town had

& commerciad Jook.
LEE,

General Lee was in Petarsburg up to last night, mper
intending the withJrawal of his troops, but was carefu)
Dot to say in what direction he was going. When ssked
by some citizens if thoy had better go to Richmond, be
told them that that mjl do m good, as Richmond
waa nlso belng ev He dged his inalilly
s hold Firginia any longer, and mmdvm-m
deproasod.

FUNERAL OF GRENERAL A. P NI

The funeral of G woral A. P. Hill, whore death 1 hawe
mentiontd, was sttonded with military honors just pre-
vious lo the evacuation, General Leo and other distin.

ralely put to flight d. Thus
mmmdm irginia is in reality de-
stroyed. The goneral direction ef the flight of each
squad ls towards the Danvillo Rallrond. they
have & plan of forming s Junciiion aé
or Burksville. But she plan will be frurtrated. Ntmwr
of the fragments will be permitted to balt at any point
long bnough for anotherto And . They are on the run,
fairly put to flight, and sheridmdy magoificent cavalry,
with the slated, viclorious Army of she Folomac, are
on thelr heajs, picking up sdditional prisoners by
hundreda and th ds-almom at every turn. A more
complote destruotion of an army was never known. Even
‘Waterloo, when the facts are lesrned, will be found net
to surpass it. The fugitive character of this once mag-
nlficant army i stiested by Lthe mulliteds of its pembers
found in Petersburg, hid asmy i bouses, barns and
other places of concealmeng, anzious to give themselves
up a8 prisoners rather than stand & long and hopeless
pursuit. 1t is further atiesied by their leaving behind
them their arglllery, tenle and all dmpediments; and by
the roads lined with their cast off guns and accoutre.
menta Goodby to the rebel wrmy of Northern Vir-
ginia. It bas been & noble army, worthy of a betier
sause and & more hooorable death,

THE OCCUPATION OF PETERSBURG.

B e e

When Ely's brigade énternd the city daylight had pot
yet dawnoed., Soeing that the rebels would not fight, and
that but & scatiered few remained in front of them, when
the outskirta of the town were reached the firing ceased,
and the troops made a dash in, and.captured the most of
the small skirmish line that had been falling back before
them. They then had undisputed pomsession of Lhe city,
and st half-past four o'clock Oolonel Ely so reported it 1o
General Willeos. At that hour your correspondent rods in.

TR NEGROW

Tho streoks at first secined dererted, but the cheers of
the sxcited soldlers, as thoy marched through the town,
soon brought out swarms of negroes—men, women and
children—who manifested thelr gladness by every eon.
ewivable domonstratbon.  Aprons, handkerchiefs, sheets,
table cloths, anything that was or ever had been
white, were waved by Lhess overjoyed people, cliher ns
tokens of amity and submission, or in welcome, It was
hard to determine which. They bowoed and soraped,
daneed, ahouted and sung hymns, swung their hats snd
turbans, laughed and eried, and acted altogether very
much like peopls craxy with Joy. *'Hress de good Josus
do Yankees Lab come ;" ‘Tank de Lord you's all here "
1iftrems do Lord, we's been lookin' for you dess many
dayn;" “Giad to see you all; we like you a heap better'n
we dug do robeln ' These and many similee expressions
met us on all hande, whils the friendly saMitatlons and
greetings were 50 numerous that we wearied of returning
them., Your correspond-ot, belng the firet mounted
man In town, wasn looked wupon ma some high
military  dignity, and received moro than his
sharo of these howpitable domonstrations.  One old negro
woman inslsted on kiesing my hand, while any number
of mothers presented thelr bables for a distinguishoed
toueh. 1t was somewhal emburraseing, as woll as a little
annoy ing, W0 be compalled o explain st cvery siroel cor-
ner that [ whe no very groat personage after all,
PEATLECTION OF WRIGGPR—AN INPROVIRED FIRE BRI ADE,

Entering at e upper and of the malh wtreot of the

town, 1 forcod my way along & most beantiful avenus,
lined at firet with elegant dwellings, and lower down with
blocke of stores that wonld not ook mean in Broadway,
o th Richmond raliroad depot on the river, ot the lowee
| end of the streel.  Tarnlt g0 the right on Water stroot,

and guirg one bleck,
the river,

1 entered o street Jeading to
neross which et this point were & wagon

lshed officers belng present. He was buned jn the
CII' Cemetary on the day of his death, the circumstances
Bot pmauuv the retention of hin remalng longer.
DENBRUCTION OF KERTL VIZVELL
All the vessels n the river here, and some on ihe
‘ways, said to have been intended for gunbosta or rama,
were destroyed before the evacuation, At n very early
hour this worning, just before oux advanced on the
city, we wero led by Tal iiet explosions, so
violont as fairty to shake the ground. Theso explosions
were supposed to be in Py burg; but 1 have juss
loarncd (st they were caused by (he blowing up of the
rhd vessols In the James, below Richmond. Everything,
berefore, ia destroyed, even to the rebellion. Laws Deo,
The end is near 4t hand. Bam off for Cliy Polnt, and
must close hastily.

THE NEWS AT CITY POINT.

Crry Porwr, April 3—9 A M.

1 have Just arrived here from Petorsbury, and have had
the pleasure of giving the Orst detailed newn from Pelers-
burg W the Pravident, whom 1 met wilh Admiral Porer
s G I Grant's headquarters.

PRARIDRNT LiN@TLY'R JONR

When asked where | came from, and replying Peters
burg, the Fresdent very dryly askoea if 1 saw anybody
thero I knew. The joke wam pearcely percoptible, bat
stlll, under the clreunstances it will do,

A CONTRNT POR GLORT,

Admiral TPorter claims Peterwburg a8 hin  vie-
tory. The President asked him bow that could
be.  “Why,” mid Porter, *‘my Monitors ap the
river the other ml'ht  scared the robels away,
Dlu't they tell you so In Petersburg?’ to me. 1 was
forced W roply that [ hadn't heard exnctly that remark,
“YWell," copunued the Admiral, “Mrs, Grant says | can
have Potersburg for my wictery if T won't clalm Rich-
mond, and I think I had better accept (he lorms, or
Grant will bave all the hopore' The President wug-
gested that theco was glory enoogh for all, and certainly
all seam to be full of i, from highest 0 lowest, s this
brief eollogquy Indicated,

IR PUEIUEST GOTNG TO PETERABURG,

The President be Just starting on a special traln for
Petenburg.  Tle expects o meet Geaot there, but Grany
I with hiw army in pursait of Lee, and, though eagerly
snd curfunsly looked for by the Potarsburg people, he
will not stop to show himeell anywhere uotil he bags
what in left of Loa's army.

THR FLART NOYING UP THR RIVER,

Admiral Porter has ordered ®ich of his veosels an can
g0 to foel their way up o Richmond and open the river,
The Monitors canpot go on secount of the shallowness of
the water, but fhe double enders will be able 10 get
through. There Is no doubt entertained hero of (he
evacuation of Richmond, though bo intelligence has yet
been recoived from that direetion

RATY,

Everybody hern ineragy over the news of the morn
Ing. Flage are displayed everywhoro, and proparations
making for & grand salute.

Mr. 8. Cadwallader's Despateh.
g wa vna, Vi
R - )
THE SURDENDER OF PETERCPUDL

The oity of Potorsburg s ours.  Ely's brigada of the
Ninth army corpe are reported as the Aret (o have entered
e town, The eivil anthorities formally sarrendered it to
Brigadior Goneral Edwards, of the Sixth sorpe, at a quar-
ter past six A. M. Loo's army was all withdrawn north

of the Appomattox during the afternoon and night of
yosterdny, The enemy barned and  destroyed a fow
wores daring the might, bub there was no poneral
ar » holosale destruction of property dis erpable elthep

ned pussenger brdee ant the prncipal railroad brdge
The Iatter bad boon thoronghly destroyed.  Tee nbat |
menis hod been Blown down with powdor, and the super. i
stricture rnod,  The wooden Lasseaevi brid e kuows

s ur oimee ouf ceougation of the place,  Ho aleo fird
o campe, ctall 8 hote, ke immediately on the nerth
lnuL of e pver, tronting the oity, and will probably
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